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[ Graduate School of Economics j

Educational Mission

The general mission of the Graduate School of Economics is to develop scholars and professionals who can
contribute to solving economic issues and problems by utilizing high levels of academic knowledge and

analytical skills in economics.

I. Master’s Program

1. Economic Theory and Policy Course

This course provides a master program based on the topics from the core curricula to the applied subjects of
economics in order to produce economic researchers and highly-specialized professionals who can analyze

economic problems and provide appropriate policy solutions to the problems.

2. Tax and Financial Affairs Course

To cultivate specialists in accounting, taxation and corporate finance, this course offers a master program
focusing primarily on the practical field related to law and business management as well as economics.
Providing academic support for the acquisition of additional higher qualifications, the course develops

professional accountants with high-quality skills who can meet the needs of the age.

3. Master’s Program in Economic Development (MPED)

Conducting the entire program in English language, this program is designed to provide international students
with a sound understanding and appreciation of current issues and skills in economics, with a major focus on
economic development in developing countries. Using its international environment, the program can offer to
Japanese students who want to play active roles on the global stage with high communicative competence in
English. The aim of the MPED is to produce international professionals with highly-specialized skills in global

business and policy enforcement.

II. Doctoral Program

Through this program, researchers acquire a broad perspective, higher specialization in knowledge and skills,
and a superior capacity to pioneer new spheres of research on their own. Also, in answer to the worldwide need
for specialists with doctorate qualifications, this program develops human resources (including foreign students)

with internationally acknowledged logical and creative thinking abilities.

Admission Policies

Master’s Program

The Graduate School of Economics’ MA Program is committed to educating researchers and professionals with
special knowledge of economics and high-level international communication skills. The Master’s Program offers
three different courses to meet the diverse needs from students about the research areas and specialist fields; (1)
Economic Theory and Policy Course, (2) Tax and Financial Affairs Course, where these two courses are taught
in Japanese, and (3) Master’s Program in Economic Development (MPED), which is taught in English. The
Graduate School of Economics welcomes applicants such as researchers with original perspectives, graduate

students pursuing professional careers, and individuals who apply the results of their study in the Graduate



School of Economics to their own work. The students admitted to the Master’s programs are expected to have
at least an undergraduate level of knowledge in economics and related areas, as well as sufficient Japanese or

English communication skills to perform research.

Doctoral Program

The Graduate School of Economics’ Doctoral Program invites applicants who have acquired in-depth special
knowledge and excellent analytical skills in economic theory and applied areas through research in a master’s
program, with the capacity to utilize their own intellectual curiosity and thoughts in the analysis and study of

economic phenomena, and who possess the potential ability to produce the creative research results.
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Graduate School of Economics Ritsumeikan University

Master’s Program in Economic Development

ADMISSIONS INFORMATION for Independent Applicants

L. Major, Degree, Enrollment Capacity and Number of Students to be Admitted

Major Degree Enrollment Capacity Number of Recruits
Major in Economics Master’s
Master’s Program in Economic 50 A few
Degree

Development(MPED)

*Number of Enrollment Capacity includes all the number admitted through the other entrance examination methods.

*Depending on the situation of application and results of entrance examination, the number of successful candidate

could be less than the Recruitment Number.

*All classes offered at MPED are conducted in English.

I1. Requirements for Application
Applicant must fulfill both following 1 & 2;
1. Have an official language score of at least TOEFL®-iBT68 (TOEFL®-CBT190, TOEFL®-PBT520) or at least
TOEIC®650 or its equivalent.

2. Fulfill at least one of the following conditions:

ey

@

3)

“

&)

6)

@)

®)

Persons who have graduated from a university (*1) or who are expected to graduate from such before
being enrolled in the graduate school

Persons who have been awarded a bachelor’s degree by the National Institution for Academic Degrees
and University Evaluation or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the
graduate school

Persons who have completed a 16-year program at an overseas school or who are expected to complete
such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school

Persons who have completed a 16-year program of an overseas school by taking its correspondence
course in Japan or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate
school

Persons who have completed the program of an overseas school in Japan that is recognized as being
equivalent to an overseas university by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate
school

Persons who have completed a specialized program at a special training school designated by the
Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology after the date designated by said
minister or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school
Persons who have completed the program at a university under the prewar educational system (the
1953 Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.5-1 to 4, and the 1955
Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.39-1)

Persons who have completed a program at any of the educational institutions affiliated with
governmental ministries and agencies, such as the National Defense Academy in Japan, the Japan Coast
Guard Academy, and the Meteorological College or who are expected to complete such a program
before being enrolled in the graduate school (the 1953 Notification of the Ministry of Education,
Science, Sports and Culture, No.5-5 to 9, and the 1955 Notification of the Ministry of Education,
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©)

(10)

(1)

Science, Sports and Culture, No.39-2)

Persons who hold a specialized or first-category teaching license for elementary schools, junior high
schools, high schools, kindergartens, or schools for disabled children under the Educational Personnel
Certification Law or who are expected to obtain such a license before being enrolled in the graduate
school and who have reached 22 years of age or who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled
in the graduate school, or who have other teaching licenses and are designated by the Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (or who are expected to meet specific requirements
before being enrolled in the graduate school) (the 1953 Notification of the Ministry of Education,
Science, Sports and Culture, No. 5-10 to 12)

Persons who have been admitted to a graduate school under the grade-skipping system and who are
recognized as having enough academic ability to study at Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools (*2)
Persons who have been recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than university
graduates by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as a result of individual preliminary screening
and who have reached 22 years of age or who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled in the

graduate school (*2)

*1 “University” refers to one of the universities listed in Article 83 of the School Education Act (formal

undergraduate programs offered by universities in Japan)

*2 Persons who fall under categories (10) and (11) should be subject to individual preliminary screening in

order to be qualified to apply for admission. Please refer to page 166 and complete the necessary procedures

by the appointed time.

* In case it’s found after the notification of results that successful candidate who fails above requirements 1 & 2,

the entrance permission will be cancelled.

II1. Screening Method

Candidates will be selected on a basis of submitted materials and interview. A written examinations and/or

interview through telephone or internet will be conducted if necessary, which will be informed in advance

accordingly.

IV. Testing Date and Application Period
1. Testing Date
Sunday, June 17, 2012
2. Application Period
Between Friday, May 11, 2012 and Friday, May 25, 2012
*Only posted applications with post-marked on no later than Friday, May 25, 2012 are acceptable.

V. Application Procedures

*For the Notices on Application, please refer to page 163.
1. Documents to be submitted

* The documents are to be submitted following after the payment of application fee.

1. Application Form (Form GS A)

2. Statement of Reason for Application (Form EC 1

3.

4.

Field of Study and Study Plan (Form EC 2) (Description of Major field of study and research planning.
Additionally, within the Research Plan column, summarize / outline a detailed plan for your proposed

final thesis theme.)
Letter of Recommendation (Form GS B) by the dean or a person of higher position at the applicant’s
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school or institution (*submission is optional, to be addressed on the face of the letter to the
President of Ritsumeikan University, Japan) (original)

5. Certificates of completion or certificates/letters stating expected graduation date of programs and
academic degrees awarded by undergraduate or graduate schools (original)

6. Academic transcripts issued by undergraduate or graduate schools attended ( to be attached with a clear
indicator, such as GPA or specific rank order) (original)

7. A copy of bachelor’s thesis (must be written in English) or term papers (must be written in English)
related to Economics

8. Copy of the applicant's family or citizen register in the home country. If such a certificate cannot be
obtained, a birth certificate is also acceptable (original)

9. Copy of the applicants’ passport * Only international applicants need to submit.

10. Payment proof of entrance examination fee

* In case of application from overseas, the copy of the remittance-abroad is applicable. For the applicant
who lives in Japan, payment slip with a stamp of financial institution is applicable.

11. Proof of linguistic talent/practical expertise (e.g., TOEFL®, TOEIC®) Copy is available. *Official
language score of TOEFL® or TOEIC® must be the one obtained within 2 years of the commencement
date of application period.

12. Statement of Source of Funds (Form EC 3)

13. Three (3) photographs of the student (taken within 6 months, 4.5x3.5 cm, from the waist up, full faced,
no hats or caps on and including the student's name and nationality on the reverse side, one to be pasted
on the designated spot on each form)

* Numbers 4,5,6, and 8 above will be accepted as originals if sent as photocopies with authorized stamps/

seals by their issuing agencies. (The stamp itself must be original, not photocopied.)

. Important Points for Application

1) If possible, please use word processing software to fill in the form.

In case documents are written in other language than English, and English translation is necessary.

2) The name and birthday written on all of your application forms should be the same as those on your
certificate of residence or passport.

3) The university will not return any of the documents or entrance examination fees once they have been
received. Moreover, any change in the choice of major will not be accepted after the submission of
application documents.

4) Ritsumeikan University will not accept applications unless all required documents are included (except
for documents that are to be sent to the university directly). All documents that are to be sent directly to

the university must arrive no later than the deadline.

. Application fee of 35,000 Japanese Yen
*Notice
The remittance of entrance examination fee from overseas should be made as follows.
When you remit from an overseas financial institution, you are required to transfer 37,500 Japanese
Yen (Be certain funds are in Japanese Yen) to the following authorized financial institution, although
the entrance examination fee is 35,000 Japanese Yen. This is because a bank commission charge of 2,500
yen is asked by Japanese financial institution for a remittance from overseas. (No overseas remittance
check is acceptable.)

* It is the responsibility of the remitter to remit proper funds to cover all necessary handling charges and
commissions assessed by foreign and Japanese financial institutions.

_76_



Fund Transferring Financial Institution Name, the Transfer account, a SWIFT CODE, and

Financial Institution address

Bank Name: Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation

Branch: Kyoto Branch

Account: 5408448

Swift Code: SMBCJPJT

Address of Bank: 8 Naginatahoko-cho, Shimogyo-ku, Kyoto 600-8008 JAPAN
Name of Payee: Ritsumeikan University

Address of Payee: 1 Nishinokyo Togano-cho, Nakagyo-ku, Kyoto 604-8520 JAPAN

In addition, please include this other information as necessary, as follows:
Purpose of Remittance: Application Fee

Message to Payee, if any: Your name

<Payments made within Japan>
If you are paying the application fee in Japan, please find the Application Sheet (Blue) with a bank transfer
request form attached in the admission guide envelope and present it to the bank when you are making a
payment at the counter.
When the payment is complete the bank will return part of the Application Sheet (Sections A, B and C)
with bank seals, please send sections A and B to us by post with the other required documents.
*Note
- Payment should be made via bank transfer at a commercial or cooperative bank that offers a transfer
service.
- Remittance through post offices or ATMs are unacceptable.

+ Japanese Banks close at 3:00 pm

4. Send your applications to:
Administrative Office, College of Economics
Ritsumeikan University (Biwako-Kusatsu Campus)
1-1-1 Nojihigashi, Kusatsu,
Shiga 525-8577 Japan
TEL :+81-77-561-3940

VI. Notification of Results
Friday, July 6, 2012 at 14:00
Bulletin Board of the Graduate School of Economics located in front of “AD-SEMINARIO” Building
*Notification of results will be posted to the address written on the Application Form.

*Please refer to the page 171 for the information on the notification of results made on the website.

VII. Enrollment and registration procedures

Please refer to the page 172
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Graduate School of Economics, Ritsumeikan University
Master’s Degree Program
ADMISSIONS INFORMATION
on Special Selection Process for APU Students
For September Admission

I. Major, Degree, Enrollment Capacity and Number of Students to be Admitted

Major Degree Enrollment Capacity Number of Recruits
Major in Economics Master’s
Master’s Program in Economic 50 A few
Degree

Development (MPED)

*Number of Enrollment Capacity includes all the number admitted through the other entrance examination methods.
*Depending on the situation of application and results of entrance examination, the number of successful candidate could be less
than the Recruitment Number.

*All classes offered at MPED are conducted in English.

I1. Requirements for Application
Have an official language score of at least TOEFL®-iBT68 (TOEFL®-CBT190, TOEFL®-PBT520) or at least

TOEIC®650 or its equivalent, and fulfill any of the followings;

(1) Undergraduate student who is currently enrolled in their 7" semester as of 2011/Octorber/01 at APU, has
an expected date of graduation no later than September 2012, has acquired at least 100 credits required
for graduation by the end of their 6" semester with a GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) above 3.00, and
is eager to make a research.

(2) Undergraduate student who is currently enrolled in their 5" or 6" semester and registered in the
Accelerated program at APU as of 2011/Octorber/01, and has an expected date of graduation no later
than September 2012.

(3) Undergraduate student who is currently enrolled in their 5" or 6" semester as of 2011/Octorber/01, has
acquired at least 108 credits required for graduation by the end of their 6th semester and has maintained
a GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) above 3.30.

*Prospective GPA is applicable when you apply.

*Please refer to page 182 for the information on how to calculate GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA).

*In case it’s found after the notification of results that successful candidate who comes under (1) or (2)
mentioned above couldn’t actually graduate, including the Accelerated Program), the entrance permission will
be cancelled.

*In case undergraduate student who hasn’t obtain more than 108 credits by end of 6" semester or the GPA is

under 3.30, the entrance permission will be cancelled.
II1. Screening Method

1.Documents Screening

2.Interview (Conducted in English)
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IV. Testing Dates
1. Sunday, June 17, 2012
2. Application Period
Between Friday, May 11, 2012 and Friday, May 25, 2012
*Only posted applications with post-marked on no later than Friday, May 25, 2012 are acceptable.

V. Test Location
Ritsumeikan University, Biwako-Kusatsu Campus

(Further directions will be provided when application is accepted)

VI. Application Procedures (For the Notices on Application, please refer to page 163)
1. Documents to be submitted
*The documents are to be submitted following after the payment of application fee of 35,000 Japanese Yen
1)Application Form(Form GS A)
2)Statement of Reason for Application(Form EC 1, Must be written in English)
3)Field of Study and Study Plan (Form EC 2, Description of Major field of study and research planning.

Additionally, within the Research Plan column, summarize / outline a detailed plan for your proposed
final thesis theme, Must be written in English)

4)Certificate of Graduation and Certified Academic Transcript
*For details, please refer to page 163

5)Proof of linguistic talent/practical expertise (e.g., TOEFL®, TOEIC®) Copy is available. *Official
language score of TOEFL® or TOEIC® must be the one obtained within 2 years of the commencement
date of application period.

2. Send your applications to:

Administrative Office, College of Economics

Ritsumeikan University (Biwako-Kusatsu Campus)

1-1-1 Nojihigashi, Kusatsu,

Shiga 525-8577, Japan

TEL :+81-77-561-3940

VII. Notification of Results
Friday, July 6, 2012 at 14:00
Bulletin Board of the Graduate School of Economics located in front of “AD-SEMINARIO” Building
*Notification of results will be posted to the address written on the Application Form.

*Please refer to the page 171 for the information on the notification of results made on the website.

VIII. Enrollment and registration procedures

Please refer to the page 172
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